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Proportion of adults who used a public library in the last v_e_ar h;.-_
gender, 2005/06 to 2015/16.
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Proportion of children who used a public library in the last year by
age group, 2008/09 to 2015/16.
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Quotable
Facts
About
America’s
Libraries

/

Public Libraries

There are more public libraries than
Starbucks in the U.5.—a total of
17,566 including branches. Nearly 100%
of public libraries provide Wi-Fi and
have no-fee access to computers.

In 2013, there were 1.5 billion
in-person visits to public libraries
across the U.S., the equivalent of
more than 4 million visits each day.
That’s 2,854 per minute.

Americans check out an average

of eight books a year. They spend
$36.96 a year for the public library -
about the average cost of one
hardcover book.

ere were 96.5 million attendees at
public library programs in 2013, more
than all Major League Baseball and
NBA games combined.

Libraries Transform

Libraries are the place for lifelong
learning.

e Public libraries offer 4.3 million
programs per year;

e 95% provide online homework
assistance:

¢ 95% offer summer reading
programs for children.

Library access equals opportunity.

e 100% of public libraries offer
access to the Internet;

e 90% help patrons with basic
Internet skills;

e 97% help people complete online
government forms.

Learn more at
www.librariestransform.org.




The State of America’s Libraries
A report from the American Library Association
EDITED BY Kathy Rosa
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