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Slab from a Sogdian Funerary Couch
55077

Northern Qi dynasty

This slab supported a rectangular coffin platform, or funerary
couch, made for a Sogdian official. Sogdians, natives of modern
Uzbekistan, travelled and traded in north China. They practised
Zoroastrianism and exposed their dead rather than cremat-

ing them. In the centre of the panel is a Zoroastrian fire altar,

flanked by half-human attendants. Near the edges are huge

guardian figures, Chinese on the left and foreign on the right
Marble
North China

Purchased with the assistance of the Art Fund, the Vallentin Bequest,

Sir Percival David and the Universities China Committee
Museum no. A.54-1937

A7 SEASE A R A R
ArtFund’
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